In search of the secrets of Methuselah: implications for dentistry in the third millennium.
Aging is the progressive deterioration of bodily functions over time. Age has been prolonged as more individuals avoid early death and as the mature years are extended. The potential exists for even further extensions of age through genomic advances. Although it is currently unclear how this might happen, the benefits of research in genetics might extend oral health-related life issues through a multiprong approach.